Christmas Shout Together 12-1-2010

Welcome

Large Group Mixer—A First Letter Merry Christmas
Spell “MERRY CHRISTMAS” by finding a person whose blank (choose from list below) begins with one of the letters in Merry Christmas. Use “first letter” list below. Fill in the blank next to the letter with the person’s answer and then his or her initials. For example “favorite kind of car” = Mustang, then the person’s initials SG (for Steve Gervasi). The “M” in Mustang can be used for the “M” in  “Merry” or “Christmas”. A person may be used only once. A person must sign his or her own initials. The listed item should then be crossed-off the list because a listed item may be used only once. A person cannot answer one of the questions for himself or herself. The first three people to turn in their completed sheet win a gift card!

Team Mixer—Nativity Christmas Trivia
Divide into 6-10 groups by Christmas sticker. (Purchase or print Christmas stickers and either stick them on each person as they arrive or randomly stick them on the First Letter Merry Christmas handout.)


Small Group Mixer—Christmas Share Time
Match up prayer mentors and students first then have adults without a student adopt a student who doesn’t have a prayer mentor. Ask the groups to spread throughout the meeting place and work through the  list of questions that relate to the Christmas season on the back of their First Letter Merry Christmas handout. If time allows, give everyone in the group a chance to answer every question. If time is short, be sure you get in the last 3 questions and a prayer time.

Devotional—I Chronicles 4:9-10
1 Chronicles 4:9-10  Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother had named him Jabez, saying, "I gave birth to him in pain."  (10)  Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, "Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain." And God granted his request.

The name Jabez means “pain”. Jabez’ mother gave birth to him with an unusual amount of pain, perhaps there were complications and perhaps his father abandoned them. No one really knows. All we know is this little boy grew up with a name that reminded him he had caused pain. 

Apparently this caused Jabez to want to be anything but a pain causer. He wanted his life to bless as many people as possible!

And so he prayed!

>>>> A couple of days ago I asked brother Mark if it were crazy for me to want to build the greatest student ministry in the world.

It’s the only thing that stirs my blood!!!!!

I shared with Savannah that I had made a decision to do this and she said… read text!

Why? Because it’s the only thing that makes the pain worth it!

If I could describe what these kids are experiencing in one word it would be the word PAIN.

I’ve built some very deep relationships with many of our kids. They seem to feel comfortable opening their hearts and sharing with me. My weeks are filled with days with kids pouring out in tears the pain they feel.

The only way the pain makes any sense to me is if God wants to take their pain and turn it into blessing!!!!! 

Patti and I have experienced something involving our son Justyn that has brought us a lot of pain. I have been experiencing pain that has nearly been paralyzing to me.

And the pain is so deep and hurtful in so many cases that the only thing that makes sense to me is that God would want to bring something really, really big out of their pain and ours.

GOD GRANTED JABEZ’ REQUEST! HE WILL GRANT OURS TOO IF WE ASK FROM AN HONEST AND HONORABLE HEART!!!!!!

Folks, let’s ask God to give us a ministry to the youth of Centerville and Hickman County that blesses youth so wide and deep that it washes the pain away!


Closing Worship Song


A FIRST LETTER MERRY CHRISTMAS

Spell “MERRY CHRISTMAS” by finding a person whose blank (choose from list below) begins with one of the letters in Merry Christmas. Use “first letter” list below. Fill in the blank next to the letter with the person’s answer and then his or her initials. For example “favorite kind of car” = Mustang, SG (for Steve Gervasi). The “M” can be used for “Merry” or “Christmas”.A person may be used only once. A person must sign his or her own initials. A listed item may be used only once. A person cannot answer one of the questions for himself or herself. The first three people to turn in their completed sheet win a gift card! 	
First letter of …M_________________________	_____
E_________________________	_____
R_________________________	_____
R_________________________	_____
Y_________________________	_____

C_________________________	_____
H_________________________	_____
R_________________________	_____
I_________________________	_____
S_________________________	_____
T_________________________	_____
M_________________________	_____
A_________________________	_____
S_________________________	_____

Town of birth
Favorite kind of car
Brother’s first name
Pet’s name
Favorite college team mascot
Your hobby
Father’s first name
Favorite sport 
Sister’s first name
A family vacation destination
Favorite place to buy clothes
Favorite grocery store
Favorite dessert
Name of high school attended
Favorite color
Middle name
Favorite ice cream flavor
Mother’s first name
Name of childhood crush
Your toothpaste brand
Favorite movie
Color of your bedroom
Your favorite subject in school
Favorite vegetable
Kind of cell phone
Cell phone provider
Favorite fruit
Brand of shoes you are wearing
Favorite actress/actor first name
[bookmark: _GoBack]Color of shirt you are wearing
Favorite holiday
Month of birth
Restaurant where you last ate out
Name of middle school attended
Last hotel you stayed in
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Below is a list of questions that relate to the Christmas season. If time allows, give everyone in the group a chance to answer every question. If time is short, be sure you get in the last 3 questions and a prayer time.

1. The first thing you do on Christmas Day is…. 
2. Where do you go shopping for Christmas? 
3. Name a Christmas tradition your family participates in. 
4. Name the place you would go for Christmas if you could. 
5. What is your favorite Christmas activity? 
6. Your favorite Christmas food is…. 
7. What was your favorite Christmas present of all time?
8. Name your favorite Christmas carol. 
9. What was the coolest gift you ever gave someone?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
10. What does Christmas mean to you?
11. Was there ever a time when you received the gift of God’s Son as your Savior? If yes, briefly share your salvation story.
12. What gift of gratitude could you give God this Christmas season?

Prayer Time

One of the greatest gifts we can give one another for Christmas is the gift of prayer. Share a couple of ways you can be praying for one another during this Christmas season.

Now spend some time praying for one another.


Nativity Christmas Trivia Scorecard

Circle your team’s answers to each question.

1. How many wise men came to see Jesus?  	A	B	C	D
2. As long as Christmas has been celebrated, it has been on December 25th. 	T / F
3. What did the angels say to the shepherds?		A	B	C	D
4. Where was Joseph from?	A	B	C	D
5. How did Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem?	A	B	C	D	E
6. What does the name Emmanuel mean?	A	B	C	D
7. What is myrrh?	A	B	C	D
8. Who told Mary and Joseph to go to Bethlehem?	A	B	C	D
9. The wise men found Jesus in a…	A	B	C	D
10. What is a manger?	A	B	C	D


image1.png




image2.png




image3.png




image4.jpeg




