Shout Together 5/19/2010

Welcome!—Large Group Mixer—“Find Someone Who”

Instructions: Give out the "Find Someone Who" list to students and adults at the same time. On your signal contestants go from person to person getting the initials of the person(s) who meets the description on each item listed. 6 of the 12 items listed must involve someone from the opposite generation. The first three people to completely fill out their sheets win a gift card!  


1. Find someone who has a birthday in February and have him/her sign their initials here. ______________________

2. Find someone who has been to Colorado before and leapfrog over him/her. (If you can’t leapfrog, then do rock-paper-scissors until you win twice.) Then have the person initial here._____________________

3. Get seven females to sign the back of this sheet.

4. Find someone who has a birthday this month and sing "Happy Birthday" to them. Have the person initial here.___________________

5. Find someone to listen to you say "toy boat" ten times quickly. Then have them initial here. ____________________

6. Get three other people to link arms with you and do the cheer "lean to the left, lean to the right, stand up, sit down, fight, fight, fight!" Have each person initial here.____________________________

7. Give someone your ugliest face and have them initial here.__________________

8. With two other people, face the front of the room, put your hand over your heart, and say the "Pledge of Allegiance" in unison (the whole pledge!). Initial each other's papers.___________________

9. Have someone tell you about the best Christmas gift they ever received. Then have them initial here.____________________

10. Get a hair over 5 inches long from someone else's head. Let them pull it out. Have the person initial here._________________

11. Give someone a backrub and have them initial here.___________________

12. Find someone who has blue eyes and have them initial here.__________________




Students and Adults Group-Up

Have all students line-up on one wall and all adults on the opposite wall. Now have prayer mentors match-up with their students. Then have the remaining adults and students group up. Each group should have at least one student.


Group Game— Summertime Scramble

Unscramble the words associated with “summertime”. The first three prayer mentor-student groups to win get a prize! Print out the list below on a game card.

1. nipmacg		____________________
2. notaicav		____________________
3. cehab		____________________
4. minsmigw		____________________
5. ipfl lopsf		____________________
6. nilrglig		____________________
7. reeffsili		____________________
8. peelings ni		____________________
9. cei mearc		____________________
10. labablse		____________________


1. Camping
2. Vacation
3. Beach
4. Swimming
5. Flip Flops
6. Grilling
7. Fireflies
8. Sleeping in
9. Ice Cream
10. Baseball











Prayer Mentor-Student Discussion Questions

Pass out something for prayer mentors and students to munch on as they take turns answering the following questions (print this on the back of the “Find Someone Who” mixer.):

1. What is your favorite pizza?

2. What is your favorite kind of weather and why?

3. If you could go anywhere on a vacation for a week, where would you go?

4. What would you do with $1,000 dollars cash right now?

5. Share a moment in your life where you remember being the most happy.

6. Share a moment in your life where you were really sad.

7. Share a moment in your life when you felt really close to God.

8. On a scale of 1 to 10, share how close you’ve been feeling to God lately (1 being far, far away and 10 being really, really close).

9. Share the concern that’s most on your heart that you would like prayer for.

10. Spend some time praying for each other.




















Devotional Thought

You’ve been hearing a lot about Joel 2 lately . . . in both the newsletter and prayer mentor email this month.

And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, and your young men will see visions. -Joel 2:28

My student ministry strategy for the first two years at our church has been to get you powerfully and consistently praying for our students and then to wait and see what God will do. Well, we’re growing in our prayer commitment and effectiveness;

And, God is beginning to pour out his Spirit upon many of our students giving them ministry dreams--dreams that I gently and patiently nurture into existence. I have been involved in student ministry for over thirty years and have never been as excited as I am now! Nothing I have done compares with watching God birth new ministries into existence through our students. They’re beginning to believe that God “has good works which he has prepared in advance for them to do”! 

Savannah Hamilton (Marie Smith & Josh Stewart)
Jerry Jenkins
Kaitlyn Rochelle
Lizzi Whitlatch
Gracie McClaren
Nathan Sharp and Wally Engle
Justice Pace

This generation was created for significance and service—not to sit in the back of the church or just show up to more programs. They are called to mission and ministry. –Christian Endeavor Int’l

One of the mistakes in our approach to student ministry over the last 40 years has been to create programming that makes spectators out of our students rather than participants. This is one of the primary reasons so many students drop out of church after they graduate from high school. We’ve created a “Church is something adults do” mindset. 

We crowd the schedule so full of adult-led programming that the students don’t have space to test dreams of their own.

I must admit that I constantly fight this temptation for a couple of reasons: 1) It’s an old habit that’s hard to break and 2) because of the “felt” expectations placed upon me (excellence in programming & numerical growth).

I began to fall back into this pattern this past Sunday night when our kids didn’t sign-up for drama & skit . . . . After praying through why I responded the way I did, I realized it was because I was in the flesh not being led by the Spirit. I was taking too much upon myself and not allowing the students the space they need to grow and for God to birth fresh opportunities for ministry through them. I may have been placing upon them old ideas that aren’t God’s ideas. So I’ve re-adjusted myself once again to doing what God is asking me to do—Creating a culture that sets our youth free to discover what God wants to do through them.

I’m setting myself free and I ask you to set me free!!!!!!

My job is to do what I do best in order to equip and create a culture in which dreamers thrive! 

1) Connect students with an adult network of prayer and support.
2) Teach the Word, 
3) Pray, pray, pray, 
4) Nurture what the Spirit is doing in and through our kids!

As members of the older generation, it is our job (1) to impart wisdom to the younger generation being raised up and also to (2) support them with the unceasing prayer and (3) encouragement needed to see God’s vision through them become a reality.

Our youth are getting ideas from God that very well may be God’s plan for them to carry out. But those ideas are very slippery. The world beats them down. It isn’t very friendly to Godly vision. Our job is to help them recognize when an idea is from God and then to help them hold that thought!

They provide the inspiration and the energy and we provide the wisdom and stability! That’s how the two generations are supposed to work together!!!!

Pray for your student to become aware of the unique kingdom dreams God wants to accomplish through him or her. Then, when the dreams come through, be there to encourage and pray those dreams into existence. Your students are disciples-in-the-making and you play a vital part!

Read Anna’s devotional—Our daughter Anna is a young soul through whom God is birthing ministry . . .

And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, and your young men will see visions. -Joel 2:28

The Old Testament prophet Joel proclaimed the message of the Day of the Lord. The major theme of his prophecy revolved around “God’s special intervention in the affairs of human history.” Joel foretells of the events leading up to the final coming of God’s kingdom to earth. 

According to Joel, one of the signs that would show that God’s coming is near would be the outpouring of His Spirit on all people. It is important to understand that before Jesus came, only specific men were given a Word from God and were charged with the task of being His message bearers. These individuals were the prophets, like Joel. 

Did you catch that Joel 2:28 begins with “and afterward”? After what? Joel 2:12-27 describe a scene of prayer and repentance followed by praise for God’s healing and blessing. It is in the context of prayer and praise that God pours out His Spirit.

So God’s Spirit comes to all people who offer prayers and praise to God through Christ! 

And when God’s Spirit comes on His people they are able to prophesy (declare with divine power the truths of God to men) and they receive visions (to see the face of God) and dreams (to be divinely inspired, to have special insight into God’s will). All of these carry the same idea: God will give His people a special calling based on who He reveals Himself to be. 

As we close let’s pray that God to give our students a clear vision of who He is through His Spirit. Pray that out of that vision would grow a dream for what role your student can play in bringing God’s kingdom to earth.


Closing Worship--DAYS OF ELIJAH
